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and of misgovernment in a large part of Ireland, remains to be
noticed and explained. The conquerors, we have seen, had
borne their arms everywhere; they had spread far beyond the
Shannon in Connaught; they had reached the Atlantic line of
the coast in Ulster and Munster; and they had planted
settlements in these distant regions, while they were dominant
throughout three-fourths of Leinster. They might have es-
tablished English rule in these wide territories had they
. remained true to the usages of their race, and had not these
been largely transformed by a most singular process, in the
course of time. But in different degrees, and in a variety of
ways, the descendants of^the invaders and their Jfpllowers
adopted, the customs ofthe children^of the soil; changed from
Norman lords into Celtlc^c'KieFs ] preferred tribal authority to
feudal power, and even tribal life to the life of their fathers',
nay, in remote districts put on the Irish garb, actually lost the
use of their native tongue, and trained their levies for the field
after the Irish fashion. Symptoms of the metamorphosis had
shown themselves within a few years from the first invasion;
but, by the close of the fourteenth century, they had made whole
counties of Ireland almost Celtic, though once leavened with
Norman^and English elements; and this revolution had had a.
potent effect, in narrowing the bounds of English dominion,
and in producing misrule and anarchy. The causes of a
phenomenon which gave rise to passionate efforts of many
English governors1 to prevent what they deemed an appalling
evil, and which English writers have fiercely denounced, are
worthy, perhaps, of a passing notice. The Anglo-Norman
probably found it more easy to oppress vassal dependents and
villeins, by throwing feudal duties aside, and playing the part
of an Irish chief; he would, doubtless, largely increase his
1 These efforts culminated in the celebrated statute of Kilkenny,
40 Ed. Ill, enacted during the Viceroyalty of Lionel Duke of Clarence.
It was confirmed over and over again, but to no purpose.